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capable of yielding. The farm-workers, likewise,
will be specially trained in their duties by a course
of apprenticeship on the land. The idea of getting
good farming out of untrained farmers and un-
skilled labourers will be thought of as a comical
tradition of the past.

The vast difference between the present amateur
farmers and the professionals we contemplate for
the future, will require some consideration before
it is grasped by the reader who does not know
the ridiculous inefficiency of present agricultural
methods. It is not by any means the fault of the
farmers and landlords: they are in the grip of a
thoroughly bad system. They have to compete
against well-organised co-operating Danes, or against
United States farmers who have great tracts of land
at their disposal without urgent need for careful
economy of every rood. The farmers of to-day are
content if they can get a living for themselves; it
is not part of their desires to produce as much agri-
cultural wealth as their land is capable of growing.
Again, if some foreign competitors can grow corn
or potatoes more cheaply than they can be grown in
England, then the private farmer is compelled to
allow his land to remain proportionately unculti-
vated. Whereas, under the system of State farms,
the land would be cultivated to its utmost capacity,
until some other use was found for the men and land.
It is always wasteful to allow men and land to
stand idle.
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